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WELCOME TO GAP YEAR  
If you have been accepted into SCORE International's GAP 
YEAR this is the information you will need to know. We know 
you must have many questions from travel to in country 
facilities. We hope to answer most of your questions in this 
manual, however, if you have a question that is not 
answered, please contact the follow people: 
 

Dominican Republic  
Jaime Snyder  
GAP Year D.R. Director  
E-mail: jsnyder@scoreintl.org  
 
 

QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR ACCOUNT  
To receive a statement of funds in your account, you may contact 
our GAP YEAR Administrator Assistant in the U.S.A.  
Jessie Pedersen 
E-mail: jessie@scoreintl.org  
Office: 423-894-7111  
 

QUESTIONS ABOUT GAP YEAR PROGRAM  
If you have questions about the GAP YEAR Program, accreditations, or 
staff, please e-mail our Executive Director.  
Jeff Hackett  
GAP Year Executive Director  
E-mail: jeff@scoreintl.org  
 
GAP YEAR is not officially accredited; our program is 

considered a foreign language school outside the US. Any 

undergraduate institution can determine what credits they want 

to offer a GAP graduate. We have many institutions such as 

Houghton College (NY), Lancaster Bible College (PA), Baptist 

Bible College (PA), North Greenville (NC), and others who have 

offered a minimum of 12 credit hours for the Spanish portion 

and as much as 9 credits for the Bible classes and even 3 credit 

hours for the intercultural experience.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
GAP YEAR IS A PROGRAM OF SCORE INTERNATIONAL 
    P.O. Box 9994 • Chattanooga, TN 37412 • 423-894-7111 
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  What to Expect 

Spanish Classes 

Classes are divided up into two 90 minute 
sessions divided by a 20 minute break. Students 
are expected to be at class on time and stay for 
the duration of the class.  

 

 Class Participation: Attendance, 

completion of homework, projects, 

and participation in classroom 

discussions all factor in for 

determining your overall grade.  

 Class attendance: Each student will be 

allowed to miss one class for the fall 

term and two classes for the spring 

term.  

 

 
Expectation Management  

Students are evaluated on their current Spanish 

knowledge and placed in the appropriate class. To 

encourage you, students have reported in former 

years that there is a learning curve that begins with 

overwhelming information which eventually gives way to 

an 'Ah-Ha' moment (possibly second semester) in 

which things click.  

Your weekend ministries at the local churches are in 

Spanish; youth group and Sunday morning services. You 

will most likely understand more Spanish than you can 

speak at first. By second semester, you will have 

opportunities to translate for missions groups. Extra help 

is available and students usually study and do homework 

together.  

 

Discipleship Groups  
Each student will be in a weekly discipleship group. 

Topics, books of the Bible, or Christian books fuel the 

subject matter for the weekly groups. You will be able to 

meet with your director, student life director and/or 

intern to ask questions, get advice, pray, or just spend 

time together. Upon Request, a student may be 

assigned a Mentor. Mentoring can be a phenomenal 

part of your spiritual growth process if you are open to 

learning and being transparent.  

 

Bible Class  
Bible Classes on subjects such as: Chronology of the 

Bible, Biblical Hermeneutics, Biblical Finance, Biblical 

Marriage & Relationships, Truth Project, etc.  

Other Bible Teachers are brought in periodically 

throughout the GAP program to teach through specific 

books of the Bible or to teach on various topics such as: 

Missions, Bible Doctrines, Evangelism, Bible Mapping, and 

Apologetics. Our standard for teaching on theologically 

divisive issues is to educate students on multiple 

perspectives and then encourage the students to discern 

truth for themselves. Instructors furthermore are 

encouraged to use the Bible to explain the Bible and avoid 

teaching simply from personal conviction.  

Church and Ministry  
Students will be assigned a church we partner with 

in country. Their ministry will be under the direction 

and supervision of national pastors. Our objective is 

to connect young people to ministry to teach them 

how to understand their calling to be "on mission with 

God" (not necessarily produce career missionaries). 

The churches vary in size and methodology.  

 

The students may have the opportunity to lead worship,  

help with setup, read scripture, and be challenged 

through messages.  
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Cultural Adaptation & Weekly Schedule  

 

Student Weekly Schedule 
The following is a general schedule of what the students will be doing through the week. This will help your 

family know what you should be doing that day. Of course, schedules can change.  

 

Monday: Room Chores, ministry, homework, relaxation  
Tues. – Fri: Classes, conversation, homework / study  
Saturday: Outreach or excursions  
Sunday: Ministry in local church 

 
 

 

Wifi Access  
Students will be able to check email, Skype, and make phone calls (no phone card required) 
during designated times, six days per week. Internet use will be limited to a few specific hours 
on permitted days. There is no need for international phones; the phone provided at our facility 
can make international calls (not during internet hours) for $0.10 a minute. 
If a student does have a phone plan with internet access we ask that they only use it during our 
assigned internet hours. Usually students that have an international phone have a hard time 
honoring this rule. Our GAP staff wants all students to succeed and to get the most out of their 
time in the program, to grow and learn, build strong friendships with their classmates, and be a 
part of what God is doing in the community. 
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Cultural Adaptation  
As representatives of Jesus, we may have to adjust our 

preferences and forgo some Christian freedoms so we will 

not offend our Christian brothers overseas. Your directors 

hold that legalism is in direct opposition to the gospel, so 

understand rules only exist where they are deemed 

necessary for your protection, and not to hinder the 

gospel. Tattoos & body piercings for example are viewed 

as sinful to a majority of overseas Christians.  

 

Excursions 

The purpose of excursions is to expose students to 

the culture and landscape of the country where they 

are living and serving. Two excursions a year will be 

paid by SCORE and scheduled by GAP Director and 

Student Life Coordinator(s). Excursions can be a day 

or can encompass a weekend. Students going on 

an overnight/weekend excursion must be 

approved by the GAP Director and accompanied 

by a Score GAP staff member. *Schedules can 

change at the discretion of the Director.  
 



Medical & Insurance  

 

Medical Concerns  
Students will need a credit card or debit card with a 
minimum $500 available for DR students, for 
unexpected medical expenses. Doctors and hospital visits 
are not covered by the GAP Year directors or staff. 
Medical services are required to be paid up front to the 
hospital. Please contact your insurance provider for 
reimbursement.  

 

SCORE Trip Insurance  
Insurance provided by Faith Ventures Travel Services for 

every student. $50,000 in emergency, accident and 

sickness coverage. This insurance will not cover up front 

cost while you are in country. You will need to keep your 

receipt and file a claim through Faith Ventures for 

reimbursement.  

For more information about making claims go online to:  

www.faithventures.com  

Medication  
Doctors and dentists are available on the field. We have  

contact with good hospitals in all locations. You will need 

to notify us of any medication that you may be taking  

before you arrive. A first aid kit is available on site.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                                 

 

 

                                                                                         
 

  

Shots 
We do require a tetanus shot or booster 
within the last 10 years. We recommend you 
contact your local health department and 
follow their guidelines. Consult with your 
doctor to confirm that your normal 

vaccines are current. 
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 Instruction for Spanish Language & Bible  

 Bible Study Books  

 3 meals a day / 7 days a week  

 Ground transportation with the exception for some excursions  

 Room  

 1 Excursion in country per semester (ex. Zip-line)  

 Laundry cost (max. 2 loads per week)  

 1 in country missions trip per semester (does not include 
special excursion during mission trip)  

 One weekend per month at a National’s Home  

 Trip Insurance  

 1 GAP Year t-shirt  

 Exit Tax 
 

 

Other Expenses 
Items NOT covered under GAP cost 

 Airfare (2 Round trip tickets)  

 Additional excursions while in country 

 Snacks between meals  

 Medicine  

 Any doctor visits or hospital stays 

 Transportation to non-GAP scheduled activities 

 Personal Care items or products  

It is suggested that participants use either cash and/or credit card for purchases. Cash is required for 

excursions. The appropriate amount of cash per semester is approx. $600- $700. If needed, students can have 

money wired by Western Union to them from the states. 

Your GAP tuition pays for 

the following: 
 

APPLICATION FEE - A non-refundable application fee of $100 is due with your 

application prior to any application being considered. 

COMMITMENT FEE - Once accepted, a non-refundable $500 commitment fee is due 

by the June 1 deadline. The commitment fee is not a part of your annual Gap Year 

fees, is non-refundable, and it is only required once when the commitment letter is 

signed and returned.  It tells us you’re serious about your commitment. 

GAP YEAR FEE 

$10,900 - Students must pay $8175.00 by the August 15 deadline prior to 

entrance.  The balance of $2725.00 is to be paid in full by December 15 for the 

balance of the program.  
 

GAP YEAR Cost 

4 



   Payment Schedule 
 

The cost does not include airline tickets, excursion costs, or personal expenses (ex. 

snacks and souvenirs). SCORE International will provide fundraising materials for support 

upon request. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

GAP Tuition Cost 
 

Initial Deposit Fee (non-

refundable & non-transferrable) 
 

Commitment 

Deposit Fee (non-

refundable & non-

transferrable) 
 

GAP YEAR Fee:  
 
Total Paid:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

 

NOTE: Account balance amounts must be paid by deadlines or students will 

NOT be allowed to travel. * Please remember that your tuition needs to 

be paid on the due dates listed above. 

                                     

$500.00 

$100.00 
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Payment Schedule 

Initial Deposit Fee due with Application 

Commitment Deposit Fee due by June 1st 2019. 

(If accepted into the program) 

 

1st Payment for GAP Year Fee of $8,175.00 due: 

August 15th 2019 

(with non-refundable deposits a total $8,775.00 

balance in your SCORE account) 

 

2nd Payment for GAP Year Fee of $2,725.00 due: 

December 15th 2019 

(with non-refundable deposits and your 1
st

 GAP Year 

Fee payment a total $11,500.00 balance in your 

SCORE account) 

$10,900.00 

$11,500.00 

Airfare approximately $600 x 2 $1,200 (You must purchase a ROUND-TRIP ticket) 

 

Make checks payable to: 
SCORE International 

P.O. Box 9994 
Chattanooga, TN 37412 

Credit Card payments/donations can be made through this link: 

https://scoreintl.org/donate/traveler-donation/ 

Or you can call SCORE’s home office to pay over the phone during business hours.  

Office Phone: 423-894-7111 

Hours: 8:30am – 4:30pm Est. Monday –Friday 

Note:3% convenience fee charged is charged for credit card transactions over $3,000. 

 

Reimbursement & Transfer Policy: Funds received for a student are designated to that student’s account only. 

Funds that they raise or any excess funds are not eligible for transfer to another student’s account. Excess funds 

can be used towards a reimbursement request for airfare costs that the student incurs during their time in GAP. All 

reimbursement requests need to be sent to Jessie in the home office. jessie@scoreintl.org  

https://scoreintl.org/donate/traveler-donation/


 

  
Airfare & Dates 

GAP Program Dates for Students 
  
 Students arrive in Dominican Republic on Aug. 22th 
 Orientation will take place in country.  
 Return to U.S. for Christmas break on Dec. 14th.  
 Return to DR on Jan. 4th. 
 Graduation in DR on April 29th   
 Return to U.S. on May 1st  

Note: For safety reasons, arrival and departure times need to be between the hours of 8am - 10pm 

The following are instructions on booking your flights for the GAP Year program. YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR BOOKING 

YOUR OWN FLIGHTS.  

 1st Semester: You will need to arrive in the Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic on August 22nd. 

 Airport code for Santo Domingo is SDQ.  

 Orientation will take place in Dominican Republic once everyone arrives.   

 Christmas Break: The return flight from Santo Domingo, DR to USA must be December 14th. 

 2nd Semester: You will need to arrive in the Santo Domingo, DR on January 4th. 

 Return Date after Graduation: Return flight from Santo Domingo, DR to USA must be May 1st.  

Flight rates can vary significantly by when you book them. Please try to reserve your flights as soon as possible. NOTE: 

You must also remember that most airlines now charge for checked bags and/or carry-on bags. Sometime during the 

first semester, you will need to book flights for returning to Dominican Republic after Christmas break. 

Please note that if you have the ability to use frequent flyer miles on any other airline, please do so. Many people 

donate miles to our students to help them with their support. If you have any questions or need additional information 

about anything, please feel free to contact us. 

Once you have your flight itinerary, please forward this to the GAP Admin Assistant in the SCORE home office. 
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Booking Airfare 



 
  

DR GAP Apartments  

 

 

The Mission Training Center is a hotel located in 

Juan Dolio - one block from the beach. This facility 

houses some of the groups visiting the Dominican for 

short-term mission trips. GAP students will be 

assigned apartment rooms adjacent to the hotel. 

Each apartment will have twin size beds and a 

bathroom. Most rooms will have four students per 

room. Linens are provided.  

 

Amenities & Student Life  
There is plenty of time for students to enjoy time pool 
side. They will be allowed to walk to the beach during 
free time, so they should bring beach towels and 
sunscreen. There will be excursions into the city to 
shop in Santo Domingo as well as visit local tourist 
attractions like Catalina Island. While staying at the 
Missions Training Center, GAP students can interact 
with SCORE International's short-term mission groups 
that stay at the hotel. There will be opportunities for 
students to serve the local church in Juan Dolio as 
well as remote villages. Students will become part of 
a family comprised of SCORE missionaries, pastors & 
locals.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Meals  
In the main area, there is a cafeteria where breakfast, 

lunch and dinner are served. Students are allowed to buy 

snacks in the office between meals.  

.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Campus & Environment 

Lodging & Dorm Rooms 

Laundry 
Laundry facilities are available for use once a 

week. 

 

Internet 
Students will have access to wireless 

internet in their area. The GAP Director may 

limit access so students are not distracted 

from their studies or ministry duties. 

Students will be able to check email, Skype, 

and make phone calls (no phone card 

required) during designated times, six 

days per week. Internet use will be limited to 

a few specific hours on permitted days. 
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GAP Visitors Policy 
If family or friends would like to visit you 

overseas from the States; it is recommended 

that they visit during the "Encounter Week" or 

“Graduation Week". These two times are 

specifically geared for visits. SCORE has 

planned special activities during those dates. If 

someone plans to visit on other dates, they 

must be given permission in advance from the 

GAP Director. They will be responsible for 

paying for their own food, transportation, and 

accommodations. Students will NOT be 

exempt from classes.  

 

"Encounter Week" (Feb. 20th-25th, 2020) 
"Graduation Week" (April 26th – May 1st, 2020) 
 

GAP Event Dates & Information 

SCORE and the GAP staff will make all the 

arrangements for accommodations, in-country ground 

transportation and special activities will be planned 

during those dates. You are responsible for all airfare 

reservations and cost. If someone plans to visit on other 

dates, they will be on their own in regards to 

accommodations, transportation, etc. and students will NOT 

be exempt from classes.  It is very important that these 

guidelines are followed. 

This is not only for the safety of the students but also 

not to disrupt the mission of the program. 

 

GAP Visitor Registration 
If you would like to attend one of the GAP events you 

can register online at scoreintl.org. 

 Navigate to the GAP page 

 Select “GAP Campus Visit” 

 Then complete your Managed Missions Trip 

application. 

 Select the event you wish to attend 

A confirmation email will be sent to you from 

Managed Missions.  
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Students Returning Home  

 
The students return home for Christmas Break and then again at the end of the program. 

It is important that you as a parent are aware of what your student will be experiencing during 

these times back home. Let us look at each one separately. 

Christmas Break 
This will be a welcomed time for most students.  

At some point in the first couple months of them being  

overseas, they all will have experienced homesickness  

and maybe even be questioning if they should be there. 

Coming home can be a great time of refreshment and  

confirmation that they are doing the right thing or it can  

be a time where the enemy will attack and cause them  

to doubt and question what they are doing. This is where  

you as a parent can have a great influence. Let them  

know that it is normal to come home and all their friends  

are there for break as well and really miss their home 

environment. Let them not be deceived though. While 

they were overseas, their friends were away at school 

also. The temptation to not go back will be there. Help  

your son or daughter process this time correctly. 

Encourage them to stay in God's Word and pray. 

Encourage them also to share with their church family 

what God has been doing in and through them. This time 

should be a time of refreshment and celebration!  

 

After Graduation  
This will be a difficult time for most students. Even  

though they have successfully completed the GAP Year  

Program, they now are leaving behind new found friends.  

It is a bittersweet time. The GAP staff understands that 

this transition back to life in the states can be very hard. 

The staff will do their part in debriefing the students and 

prepare them for this time. Your part as parents will 

again come into play. Help your student to reconnect by 

setting up time for friends and family to get together. Help 

them find a place to serve in your church.  

And, spend time in prayer with them. Yes, this year in the 

GAP program has been life-changing and may have even 

set your student on a different course, a course to be in 

the center of God's will no matter where that is.  

They will need encouragement from you as they seek 

direction for the next chapter of their life. Walk with them 

and enjoy the journey.
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Women  

What to Bring  

   The following are suggestions 

 

 
 

Men  
 Athletic/casual shorts (knee length)  
 T-shirts  
 Dresses and skirts (knee length)  
 One piece bathing suit  
 Pajamas  

 Leggings  
 Sweatshirts, sweatpants  
 Warm clothes   
 Jeans  
 Feminine products  
 Curling iron/straightener  
 Flip-flops  
 Dress sandals  
 Athletic shoes/sneakers/cleats for sports  
 

 
 

Student Supplies  
 Bibles (Spanish/English)  
 Spanish/English Dictionary  
 Pens  
 Pencils  
 Sharpies  

 Markers  
 Sticky notes  
 2-3 notebooks  
 Paper  
 Folders  

 Journals  
 Stationary  
 Eraser  
 

 
 

Computer's Electronics  
 iPad  
 Computer  
 Camera  
 Phone  
 Chargers  
 Headphones  

 Athletic/casual shorts  
 Tie and dress shirt  
 Dress pants  
 T-shirts  
 Swim shorts  
 Pajamas  
 Sweatshirts, sweatpants  
 Warm clothes   
 Jeans  
 Flip-flops  
 Dress shoes  
 Athletic shoes/sneakers/cleats for sports  

 
 
 

Necessities  
 Backpack  
 Drawstring bag  
 Water bottle  
 Umbrella  
 Rain jacket  

 Rain boots  

 Beach towel  

 Laundry bag  
 Favorite Snacks  
 

 
 
 

Toiletries  
 Shampoo, conditioner  
 Deodorant  

 Hair brush  
 Hair products  
 Face wash  

 Sunscreen  

 Bug spray  
 Fingernail clippers  
 Hair dryer  
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Managed Missions GAP Account 
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Raising Funds:  

A majority of our former GAP students have been able to raise funds, to help pay for tuition, by 

sending support letters to family, friends, and church members. We recommend that students 

send at least 75-100 letters, and follow-up with phone calls. Social media is a great way to get 

the word out quickly. Donors can send a check, donate online, or call our home office with a credit 

card number. Make sure to request that they provide their email address to SCORE to receive a receipt. 

 

Student’s Account 
Funds are processed within the next 1-2 business days and then posted to the student’s 

account. Receipts are emailed to donors within 24 hours (1 business day) of transaction. 

Students may email Jessie Pedersen, GAP Admin Assistant, if they have questions about their 

Managed Missions account, funds, and GAP information. jessie@scoreintl.org 

SCORE uses a system with the ability for students to create a profile and keep track of their donors and 

fundraising. To prepare them for the program the Managed Missions account will list all the important 

information that they will need.  

Under Trip Details on the Managed Missions Account: 

 Paperwork can be found under: “Documents” 

 Due dates & tasks that need to be completed are located under: “Tasks & Goals” 

 Fundraising progress and donor information will be located under: “Fundraising” 
 
GAP students will receive access to their Managed Missions account once they are accepted into the program and 
have submitted their Commitment Letter and Commitment Deposit. 
               

                  

 

 



  

    
 

 

Connecting Online 
Join our GAP YEAR Facebook  
page and follow us on Instagram to get the latest updates on  

posts and pics of the GAP class, ministry work, and what they are doing.  

 

Letters to Your Student 
There isn’t a real organized/reliable mail system in the DR. However, if you would like to send letters to your student 

during their time in the program you are welcome to contact the home office. We have staff members and GAP 

teachers visiting the DR and could deliver the letters if coordinated with the office.  

 

 

Care Packages 
The postal service in the DR is very different than the U.S. and your package may not get there. We ask that you contact 

Jeff Hackett or Jessie Pedersen if you want to send something to your student. We have people who travel to the DR on 

a regular basis and they will hand carry small packages (5lbs or less) for us. You are required to follow TSA requirements 

and label every item with the student’s name. 
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Parent Resources 

Addressing Concerns  

There is a proper protocol in addressing concerns. If you have any questions or have concern about something 

your student mentioned, please contact the Executive Director (Jeff Hackett) first. He will then contact the staff 

to verify and address the concern. We ask that you do not have your student communicate your concerns. This could 

result in miscommunication and actually create more issues. We appreciate your cooperation in this matter.  

 



 

  

Transcript Requests 
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PLEASE NOTE: GAP YEAR is not officially accredited; our program is considered a foreign 

language school outside the US. Any undergraduate institution can determine what credits 

they want to offer a GAP graduate. We have many institutions such as Houghton College (NY), 

Lancaster Bible College (PA), Baptist Bible College (PA), North Greenville (NC), and others 

who have offered a minimum of 12 credit hours for the Spanish portion and as much as 9 

credits for the Bible classes and even 3 credit hours for the intercultural experience.  

 

Gap Alumni are welcome to request their GAP transcripts after Graduation. For transcript 

requests the following information must be provided before the request is processed. 

 GAP Class year graduated 

 College/University’s name 

 Mailing address for school’s admin or registrar’s office 

 Or email of registrar’s office 

Transcripts take 7-14 business days to process and mailed to school. To request transcript 

please contact the home office. Requests can be sent to: Jessie Pedersen GAP Admin 

Assistant jessie@scoreintl.org  

 



HOME OFFICE  
 

John Zeller  
Executive Director, Score International  
Office: 423-894-7111  
 

David Gaither  
CFO, COO  
Office: 423-894-7111  
 

Jeff Hackett  
GAP Year Executive Director  
E-mail: jeff@scoreintl.org  
Cell: 716-579-2308  
 

Jessie Pedersen 

GAP Admin Assistant 

E-mail:jessie@scoreintl.org 
Office: 423-894-7111 

 
 
 
 
 

COSTA RICA  
 

GAP C.R. Directors:  
Andy & Tina Gordley  
Email:gordleyfamily@gmail.com  

 
GAP C.R. Support Staff: 
Brandon & Samantha Hoover 
Email:bhoover18@gmail.com 
 

Michael Davis 

 

Laura Weaver 

 

 

GAP Interns: 

Previous GAP Students 

Bible Teachers: 

Various Missionaries 

Visiting Professors 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Jeff Hackett 
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DOMINICAN 

REPUBLIC  
 

GAP D.R. Director:  
Jaime Snyder  
Email:jsnyder@scoreintl.org 

 
GAP Interns: 
Previous GAP Students 
Bible Teachers: 
Various Missionaries 
Visiting Professors 

 

 

Jaime Synder 

mailto:bhoover18@gmail.com
mailto:jsnyder@scoreintl.org


 

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK  
GAP YEAR  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

@scoreintlgap 
 

 

 


